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Chan Sook Choi often bases her works on her artistic 
research, which addresses questions of land and 
ownership, the things people leave behind in areas 
once settled, and various forms of migration. She 
has, for example, explored in depth the so-called 
demilitarised zone between North and South Korea. 
Choi works in a variety of media, including perfor-
mance, photography, installation and video.

The Berlinische Galerie is showing her 
work “qbit to adam” (2021, 36 min). Her title refers 
both to quantum bits as the smallest possible unit of 
storage for quantum information and to the Hebrew 
word “adamah”, meaning ground or soil. In this piece, 
Choi combines different perspectives on the corre-
lations that exist between owning information and 
taking possession of land.

To make this video Chan Sook Choi  
travelled to the Andes in Northern Chile, where she 
visited the world’s biggest copper mine Chuquica-
mata and the town of the same name, whose resi-
dents were “resettled” by the state-owned mining 
company. She links her observations of this site to 
thoughts about the collection and ownership of intan-
gible goods, something performed 150 kilometres 
away at the Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter 
Array (ALMA). This gigantic observatory composed 
of radio telescopes is also an international research 
institute used by a number of countries. From here 
cold interstellar matter is monitored to better under-
stand the origins of the stars and planets. Both 
places are symbolic of global claims and raise ques-
tions about ownership and property – of bodies, of 
land, but also of information, here on Earth and out in 
the universe.

About the artist
Chan Sook Choi studied at the University of the Arts 
(Berlin). Her work has been exhibited internationally, 
including at the Art Sonje Center, Seoul; Kunstmu-
seum Wolfsburg; Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts, Tai-
pei. She has received several grants, not least from 
the Goldrausch project for women artists, Stiftung 
Kunstfonds and Ars Electronica, as well as the Korea 
Art Prize 2021 by the National Museum of Modern  
and Contemporary Art, Korea. She lives in Seoul and 
Berlin.
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IBB Video Space
Since 2011 the IBB Video Space has been screening 
artists who work with time-based media. The pro-
gramme features not only established names in con-
temporary video art but also up-and-coming artists 
rarely seen in museums to date. For these, the
Berlinische Galerie seeks to facilitate an institutional 
début.

Each screening brings a new encoun-
ter with work that raises questions about the medium 
and about social or political issues. Importance is 
attached to including marginalised perspectives and 
to shedding light on the impact of power structures.

More video works online:
bg.berlin/en/video-art-online

This project has been facilitated by  
Investitionsbank Berlin (IBB).
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