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Klara Hobza sets herself projects that test the
realms of the possible. For her work Morse Code
Communication in New York she built a signalling
system to communicate with her environment while
competing with an urban sea of illuminations. She
waited three years for the first reply.

The long-term project Diving through Europe, on
show at the Berlinische Galerie, will carry her
through waters from the North to the Black Sea.
After a two-year period of training and preparation,
she launched her tour outside Rotterdam in March
2012. From there she intends to cross the Rhine,
Main, Main-Danube Canal and River Danube, and
she expects this project to last 25 to 30 years.
Diving through Europe seems a pretty crazy
venture in terms of both geography and time. In this
work the artist treats Europe as if it really were a
single entity, as she ignores state borders and is
guided entirely by topographical features. At the
same time, her aspirations are diametrically
opposed to those of capitalist society with its
performance and efficiency mind set. Her goal is
not to complete the course faster or better than
anyone else. For her, the appeal lies in the totally
open-ended nature of the project and the obstacles
that are bound to arise in the years to come. Apart
from documenting her progress in short filmic
episodes, which resemble a TV or YouTube series
in structure, Hobza is especially interested in the
oral retelling which takes shape around her project,
over which she herself has little influence.

Klara Hobza was born in Plzen (Czech Republic) in 1975
and lives in Berlin. She studied at the Academy of Fine
Arts in Munich and at Columbia University in New York.
Among the venues to have exhibited her work are the
Kunstlerhaus Bremen, NGBK Berlin, the New York
Sculpture Center and Stuttgart Art Museum. In 2010 she
was awarded the ars viva prize for visual art.
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