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Faces of the 
1920s
 From the Collection

5.4. – 29.7.19

Portraits and self-portraits by the painter Lotte Laser-
stein put a face on modern society in the Weimar 
Republic. Alongside her exhibition here at the Berlini-
sche Galerie, we have chosen some other (self-)port-
raits by artists who were living and working in Berlin at 
the same time as Laserstein. 

Few of the people portrayed here actually 
commissioned these works. The artists are depicting 
their children, their colleagues, their lovers or them-
selves in private settings. So these paintings are not 
just about the person we can see. Often the nature of 
the relationship between the artist and the sitter tri-
ckles through too, and in some cases it is the main 
theme. Besides, in a private (self-)portrait the artist 
enjoys greater freedom to explore personal interests 
than in a commissioned work. 

To facilitate comparison with the pain-
tings and drawings by Laserstein, the focus in this 
selection is on styles reflecting Realism, Naturalism, 
New Objectivity and – here and there – Expressionism. 
Taken in their entirety, they convey some impression 
of the vibrant art scene during the Weimar Republic.

 This diversity came to an end when the 
Nazis took power in 1933 and unleashed their brutal 
repression against (among others) people of Jewish 
origin, holders of different views and the cultural 
avant-garde.
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 Press Contact 
 Berlinische Galerie

Ulrike Andres 
Head of Communication and Education 
Tel. +49 30 78 902 829 
andres@berlinischegalerie.de

Contact: 
Ulrike Schuhose 
Tel. + 49 30 78 902 833 
schuhose@berlinischegalerie.de

Berlinische Galerie
Landesmuseum für Moderne  
Kunst, Fotografie und Architektur 
Alte Jakobstraße 124 –128 
10969 Berlin  
Tel +49 30 78 902 600 
berlinischegalerie.de 

Admission 10€, concessions 7€ 
Daily 10 am–6 pm 

Online tickets
berlinischegalerie.de/service/online-tickets 

Social media
#berlinischegalerie 


