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Pallavi Paul’s artistic practice, founded on her aca-
demic research, encompasses film, installation, text, 
photography and performance. She holds a doctor-
ate in cinema studies from Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity and a postgraduate degree in media from Jamia 
Millia Islamia. Both these universities in Delhi have 
been repeatedly targeted by the right wing for pro-
moting critical thinking and progressive politics. This 
experience has left its mark on her work.

“The Blind Rabbit” (2021, 43 min.) is a 
trenchant critique of systematic power abuse in India. 
Paul integrates several seemingly unrelated events, 
such as the Emergency of 1975-77 declared by prime 
minister Indira Gandhi, when major basic rights were 
curtailed, the anti-Sikh riots of 1984 and the police 
assault on students at Jamia Millia Islamia in 2019, 
exposing deep-rooted structures of police brutal-
ity and oppression. Weaving text, image and sound 
into an essay, she acknowledges the complexity 
of multiple truths without ever trivialising the injus-
tices suffered. She makes compelling use of fiction to 
counteract the always partial nature of memory and 
to unleash its defiant power.

“Long Hair Short Ideas” (2014, 21 min.) 
tells the story of Shanti, the wife of the revolution-
ary poet Vidrohi (1957-2015). Paul intertwines India’s 
turbulent political history in the 1970s with Shanti’s 
biography and her experience of (domestic) labour, 
partnership, sexuality and the daily discriminations 
faced by women. In this way Paul turns the spotlight 
on the “wife of the revolutionary”, a normally absent 
figure, portraying Shanti as an independent individual 
with her own history of resistance.

The filmmaker
Pallavi Paul was born in New Delhi (India) in 1987. 
Her work has been shown, for example, at the Inter-
national Film Festival in Rotterdam (2021), HKW 
(2020), The Rubin Museum (2019), Savvy Contem-
porary (2022), Beirut Art Centre (2018), AV Festival 
(2018, 2016), Contour Biennale (2017) and Tate Mod-
ern (2013).

IBB Video Space
The IBB Video Space is screening artists who work 
with time-based media. The programme, which 
changes every month, features not only estab-
lished names in contemporary video art but also 
up-and-coming artists rarely seen in museums to 
date. For these, the Berlinische Galerie seeks to facili-
tate an institutional début. 

Pallavi Paul
 In the IBB Video Space
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Each month brings a new encounter with work that 
raises questions about the medium and about social 
or political issues. Importance is attached to includ-
ing marginalised perspectives and to shedding light 
on the impact of power structures.

More video works online:
bg.berlin/en/video-art-online

This project has been facilitated by Investitionsbank Berlin 

(IBB).

Press images
bg.berlin/en/press-release/pallavi-paul

Online tickets
bg.berlin/en/tickets

Social Media
#pallavipaul 
#videoartBG  
#berlinischegalerie
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Contact: 
Julia Lennemann 
Communication 
Tel +49 (0)30 78 902 831
lennemann@berlinischegalerie.de 

Berlinische Galerie 
Berlin’s Museum of Modern Art,  
Photography and Architecture 
Alte Jakobstraße 124 –128
10969 Berlin  
Tel +49 (0)30 78 902 600
berlinischegalerie.de 

Admission 10 €, concessions 6 € 

Berlin’s Museum Sunday
On the first Sunday of every month  
free admission

Wed – Mon 10 am – 6 pm 
Tue closed

http://bg.berlin/en/video-art-online
http://bg.berlin/en/press-release/ginan-seidl
https://berlinischegalerie.de/en/tickets/#/

