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After 35 years of ground-breaking work, DAS VER-
BORGENE MUSEUM - the “hidden museum” at Schlii-
terstrasse 70 in Berlin’s Charlottenburg district - is
about to close its doors. The non-profit association
has devoted huge commitment to bringing the art of
many forgotten women to public attention and pro-
moting scholarship about their oeuvre.

In January 2022, the only museum of its kind anyw-
here in the world will be handing over its mission to
the Berlinische Galerie. The purpose is to preserve
the discovery and investigation of women artists,

to establish an institutional framework for this ende-
avour at a museum with its own collection and archi-
ves and, moreover, to reach out to a broader public.
There will also be space in the programme for con-
temporary artists and for topical issues such as
diversity.

By working together with museums, archives, uni-
versities, galleries and artists’ estates, DAS VERBOR-
GENE MUSEUM has built a national and international
network to enable the forgotten and scattered out-
put of women artists to be exhibited and published
beyond the boundaries of Berlin and Germany.

The association has salvaged more than 150 women
from oblivion, among them Eva Besnyd, Marianne
Breslauer, Olga Desmond, Lotte Jacobi, Lotte Laser-
stein, Alice Lex-Nerlinger, Else Lohmann, Die Riess,
Marie Vassilieff, Hilde Westrom and Yva. There has
always been a special place here for women whose
creativity was disrupted by political or racist perse-
cution and who sometimes lost their lives as a result.

Some years ago, DAS VERBORGENE MUSEUM began
its successful collaboration with the Berlinische Gale-
rie. Joint exhibitions have included “Die Riess: Photo-
graphic Studio and Salon in Berlin 1918 - 1932” (2008),
“Eva Besny6 - Photographer 1910 - 2003: Budapest

- Berlin - Amsterdam” (2011) and (still running until

17 January 2022) “Louise Stomps - Figuring Nature:
Sculptures 1928 — 1988”.
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